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FREFACE

we have great pleasure in publishing a snort write up

on trducation gystem of Béngladesh'. This is Jdesigned to
present the educational system of our country from primary
to university level including all disciplines and types of
education. certificates, diplomas and degrees at all levels
and types of education have been bhriefly stated mentioning
" the pre-qualification reqguired for each c¢f them. This will
enable the readers to know the pattern of the education
system of the country.

It is hoped that this publication will be ﬁseful for
educational researchers, planners, administrators,teachers,
students from home and abroad. The interested persons from
foreign countries will also have an idea of the equivalénce
of our system of educatidn, degrees and diplomas with their

own,

BANBI15S Dbakﬂ Mrs. K}?'odeja Azam
January, 1987. Nirector




EDUCATION SYSTEM OF BANGLADESH

The'education system of Bangladesh may be broadly divided
into three stages : Primary, Secondary and Higher. Primary edu-
cation is imparted in Primary School, secondary education in High
Schools and Intermediate Colleges and higher education in Degree
Colleges and Universities. '

Primary Education

Primary education begins at the age of 6. There are five
grades in primary schools-class I to class V. For each grade an
annual examination is held subject wise and each student has to

pass in all the subjects to get promotion to the next higher class.

Each.Institution conducts examination as per prescribed cour-
ses and é&llabuses. There is no public examination at the end of
class V. The head teacher of respective institution issues school
leaving certificates to successful students. There is a system of
scholarship examination at the end of class V. Each institution
selects its best students to appear in this examination which is
conducted by the Upa-Zilla Education Officer. Merit gchplarships

are awarded by the government to successful students.

The administration of primary school is conducted by the Dire-
ctorate of Primary Education under the Ministry 5f Education which
has field offices in every District headquarters. Of the total num-
ber of UL ,200 primary schools in the éountry. 26,697 are managed by .
the Government and the rest are privately managed. Primary education

in government primary echools is free.

Pre-Primary Education ’ .

Some formal arrangements for pre-primary education may .be
found in urban areas. This does not fall within the public edu-
cation system. There exists some privately managed nursery end
kindergarten schools in the urban areas.



In the rural areas, however, informal pre-primary education

is often arranged by the local coumittees.

Secondary Education

Secondary education in Bangladesh may be divided into three
stages: Junior Secondary, Secondary and Higher Secondary. Secon-
dary education is offered at secondary schools known as High
Schools and higher secondary education is offered at Intermediate

Colleges and intermediate séction of Degree Colleges.

Normally a High School comprises five grades, i.e. class VI
to Class X and Intermediate Colleges comprise two grades, i.e.
class XI and XII, There are many High Schools in Bangladesh which.
combine the primary stdge (class I1-V) and offer teachihg up to
class X. There is yef another type, called Junior High Schools which
have teac¢hing facilities up to class VIII. The total number of Secon-
dary school including Junion High School is 9085 in Bangladesh. Out

ot them 181 schools are directly managed by the Government.

The curricular structure is uniform upto class VIII where the
basic programme is of general education., There is no public exami-
nation up to this grade. Each institution conducts its own examina-
tion. Class~wise annusl examination is held and promotion to next
higher class is given only if a student gets a minimum prescribed
mark. A country-wide scholarship examination is held every year
which is conducted by the Deputy Director .of Secondary and Higher
Education of each administrative‘Division. Merit scholarships are

given to successful candidates.

Diversification of curriculum has been intorduced at class
IX, where students seperate into two streams of coursegp: acignce'
and humanities.The academic programme is intended to be terminal
_at the end of class X where the students appear at a public exami-
‘nation called Secondary School Certificate (S.5.C.) but primarily
the programme is directed to the preparation of students for entra-

nce in the higher secondary stage.



At the higher secondary stage the academic programme for
general education is of two years duration (class XI to XII) with
a public examination called Higher Secondary Certificate (H.S.C.)
examination at the end of class XII. Courses are diversified into

science, commerce, humanities, home economics, agriculture and

Music.

Secondary schools, Intermedidte Colleges and intermediate sec-
tions of Degree Colleges offering general education require affilia-
tion of the regional Boards of Intermediate and Secondary Education
for academic and esamination purposes. There are four such Boards
(one for each administrative division) having their headquarters at
Dheka, Rajshahi, Comilla and Jessore districts respectively. All the
schools are bound to follow the curriculum and syllabus prescribed
by the respective Board and entire candidates for examinations of the
S.S:C. and HaS.C. arranged by the Boards. Although these Board are
completely seperéte in their academic &nd administrative affairs,
their general scheme of studies are uniform. Academically, all the
secondary schools and higher secondary institutions (Intermediate
Colleges) are under the control of the Boards which grants the affi-

‘liation without which schools and colleges cannot admit candidate for -
public examination nor they can arrange any such examination for the
levels of 8.£.C. and H.5.C. The methods of examinations is mostly
written 1in nature and practical examinations are taken in science
.aubjects and in other subjects where necessary. For the purpose of
grading 100 marks are alloted for each paper. Minimum marks for First
Division, Second Division and Pass are 60, 45,and 33 respectively.

A student who secures at least 75 percent marks in agregate is awarded
a 'Star'. The pass mark for individual paper is 33. Successful candi-
‘dates are awarded certificate by the Boards concerned. To qualify

for a certificate & candidate must pass in all the subject’(for those
requiring practical examinations, it is necessary to pass in theory

and practical seperately). -



With out formsl schooling a candidate can appear in S.S.C.
and H.S.C. examinations as private candidates with the permission
of the Board concerned. Similarly, external candidates can also

appear in the examinations.

Secondary and higher education is administred by the Directo-
rate of Secondary and Higher Education which has field offices at

every division and district.

Technical Education

Technical education in Bangladesh is organised in three pha-
ses, viz. certificate, diploma and degree. The certificate course
which prepare skilled workers in different vocations are of 1 - 2
years duration efter 8 of schooling (clase VIII) imparted in Voca-
tional Training Institutes (V.T.I.).

Polytechnic Institutes and Monotechnic Institute offer diploma
courses in engineering, commercial and industrial subjectél The
duration of the course is 3 years for technical courses and two

years for commercial courses after S.S.C.

Public examination is held for every type of course undér the
auspices of'the Bangladesh Tcchnical Education Board and all diplo-
mas and certificates are awarded by them., The Board has full acade-
mic control over technical and vocational institutions and they
require its affiliatidh for all academic purposes. Following are the
types of examinations conducted by the Technical Education Board:1)
Diploma in Enginéering 2) Diploma in Engineering (Kaptai Centrs),

3) Diploma in Commerce 4) Sub-Overseer Examinations 5) Trade Final
Examination 6) Textile Examinations 7) Diploma in Printing 8) Certi-
ficate in Secretarial Science 9) Certificate in Business Typing

10) Diploma in Ceramics 11) Diploma in Survey.

Technical institutions menaged by the Technical Education
Directorate are affiliated to the Technical Education Board for
Examination pﬁrposes. Besides, the Institute of Marine Technology
and the Technical Training Centres (TTC) run by the Ministry of

Women Affairs are affiliated to the Board for academic purposes.



Private institution like Shatlipy Academy, Dhaks, Baderpur Akbar
Ali Khan Commercial Institute, Comilla and two institutes offering
sub-overseer course-one at Comilla and the other at Rajshahi mana-
ged by respective District Council and siwilar other private voca-
tional and trade institutions numbering 175 are registered with the
Technical Education Directorate and affilisted to the Board.

The Ministry of Agriculture operates:a number of Agricultural
Extension Training Institutes where a2 two years course for e Dip-

loma in Extension work ieg given after $.S.C.

Madrasah Education

Beside the above general system of education there is a para-
llel system known as Medrasah Education which cffers traditionally
Islamic instructien to Muslim boys and girls. The Madrasah has the

following stages :

Ibtedayee (i.e. Primary of 5 years duration)

Dakhil (i.e. Secondary of 5 years duration after Ibtedayee)
Alim (i.e. Higher Secondary of 2 years durastion after
Dhakil)
. Fazil (i.e. Bachelors degree of 2 years duration after
Alim)
Kamil (i.e. Master's degree of 2 years duration after
Fazil).

Subjecte taught in these institutions focus mainly on the
study of Holy Guran, Hadith, Tafeir, Figh, Usul and Arabic language
end literature. In addition, provision has also been made for the
teaching of General Science, Mathematics, Social Studies, Bengali.,
English, Persian and Urdu in appropriate levels so that the Madra-
eah students become qualified for genersl vocations as well. In
all the stages, except Ibtedayee, public examinations are held under
the auspices of Bangladesh Education Board and certificates and

degrees are svwarded by thenm.
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" All the institutions of different stsges better known as
'Madrasah' require affiliation and recognition of the Madrasah
Education Board. Courses and curricule are designed by them and
academically the Board hes full control over the Madrasahs. Exa-
mination procedures are same as that of general system of educa-
tion. Degrees are awarded in First Division, Second Division and
Pass. Names and titles of the certificates and degree awarded
by the Msdrasah Education Board are 1) 'Dakhil' 2) Alim 3) Fazil
L) Kamil (post graduate degree), the later being classified into
four groups of studies like 'Hadis' 'Fiqh''Adab' and Tafsir.

Furquenia, Hafizia & Quaumi Madrasah

Besides the public system of Madraseh education a good num-
ber of private institutions offer traditional Islamic teaching
to Muslim boys and girls. These are known as Furquenia Madrasah,
Hafizis Madrasah and Quami or Nizamia Madrasah. Furquania Madrassh
offer basic education (maximum b years) on Islam including Arabic
language, Quran recitation, elementary Bengali language and simple
arithmatic. Hafizia msdrasah is exclusively meant for 'lifz' or
the memorising of the entire Quran, Children of the earliest possi-
ble age group join these institutions and complete their prog;amme
within the required period. Mostly these institutions are resideh-
tial and attached to a Masjid.

Quaumi or Nizamish Madrasshs arrange their academic progra-
mme according to grades of one year each begining from Grade I to
Grade XIV. The grades are named in Arabic. The final grades is
called Daurah. Certificates are awarded to the students after

successful completion of the 'Daurah' class. Furthermore, specia-
lised higher courses of 2/3 years duration are also conducteduin

some of the Quaumi Madrasah.

Traditionelly a student obtaining a 'Kamil' degrce of pass-
ing the 'Daurah' stage of Madrasah education profix.a title 'Moulana'

with their names.



" Tols

Thérerare Sanskri& and Pali institutions in Bangladegsh sbout

200 in number-which offer traditionsl religious education to the
minority communities mostly Hindus and the Buddhists known as Tol.
It has two seperate department Sanskrit and Pali. The former mainly -
focus on Sanskrit language and Hindu religious teaching and scriptures.
and the later focus on Buddhist religious teaching and scriptures. Cour-
ses are offered into three grades of studies of one year known as 'Adya’
(basic) 'Madhya' (middle) and Upadhi' (title) and the institutions are
also cléssified accordingly as Tol, College and 'Chotuspadi' respecti-
vely. In the Pali department if a student attend > years course in

each of the above mentioned grades making a total of 9 years for all
" the grades of studiesy he gets the degree of"Tripitak Vighard' (Master
of Tripitak). ’ \ |

There is a govarnment‘recognised board named Bangladesh Sanskrit and
Pali Education Board which ccordinates the academic and administrative
functions of the Tols. The Board receives substaﬁtial government assis-
tance for running these Tols. The Directorate of Secondary and Higher

Education looks after their activities.

Homeopathic 8 stem of Medicine ﬂ

After H.8.C. a student can joinr Hemeopathic Medical College for
a five years course in the Homeopathic System of Medicine., On success-.’
ful completion of this course Homeo M.B.B.S. degrees are given by the
- Bangladesh Homeopathic Medical Board. Four years diploma course after
S5.5.C. is also offered. sll academic activities including syllabuses
and curricula of Homeo-education is controlled by the Board. This
Board is recognised by the Government which gives grant to them for

all promotional activities of homeopsthic medical education.



Unani and .\urvedic Svstem of Medicine

The age 0ld Unsni and iurvedic system of Medicine are very
popular in this country. There is one Government Unani College
and five other private Unani and Aurvedic Colleges in this country.
Courses of studies are : Four years after S.8.C./4ilim/Quami certifi-
cates for Unsni system of medicinej and four years after S.S5.C. or

equivalent certificate in Sanskrit for isurvedic system ¢f medicine.

Unani system of medicine was innovated at a place called UNAN
in Greece and subsequently developed under Muslim patronage. So, it
most cases its trestises and books are written nrabic, Persian and
Urdu. So the Madrasah students have an advantage in receiving this
professional education. lninovated and developed in Bangladesh, Aur-

vedic system of medicine mostly deals with herbal medicine and tre-

atment.

There is a government recognised Board of Uneni and Aurvedic
System of Medicine in Bangladesh. The Board prescribes syllabuses
and curricula, conduct examination and award diplomas and certifi-
cates. On successful completion of four years courses D.U.M.S5. (Dip-
loma in Unani Medicine and Surgery) and D.A.M.S. (Diploma in Aurve-
dic Medicine and Surgery) are awarded for Unani and Aurvedic system
of wedicine reépectively. The Board receives governwent grents for
prom;ting these systems of medical education. The Unani practitioners
prefix a title 'lakiuw' and Aurvedic pratitioners prefix a title

'Kaviraz' with their names respectively.

Other Types of Professional Education

, In Bangladesh there szre many professional institutes which

offer professionel certificates, diplomas and degrees. Tha Bangladesh
Institution of Engineers, The Marine Acadeny, Chittagong under the
Shipping Corporation of Bangladesh, The Institute of Cost and Manage-
ment Accounte, The Institute of Chertered Accounts, The Institute of

3
Bankers, Library iAssociation of Bangladesh and similer other associa-



tions offer professional certificates, diplomas and fellowships

etc. after H.S.C. followed by professional training and internships.

ﬂgas.Educstion : Adult/Nom-formal Education

With the introduction of Universal Primary Education, the

Government has also adopted adult and non-formal education for

the avowed objective of eradicating illiteracy from about five
mwillion illiterates of the country. aAdult and Mass Education centres
have béen opened in the country which are engaged in imparting lite-
racy to adult men and women and also educating them on environment,_
agriculture, fisheries, cooperatives etc. The curricula include
simple resding,; writing and arithmatic, Text books and follow-up
" books have been designed for this purpose, which is normally tuught .
by trainingAadultveducation teachers. Mostly, evening and night cla-
sses are held in the Adult Educstion Centres. Evaluation is made
periodically and -on satisfactory performance qualifying certificates

are given by the adult education orgunisers.

Mass education ‘programme has been undertaken to eradicate
illiteracy from thé country. Under a systemetic programme Mass
Literacy Centres have Seen opened in many villages of the country
vhere voluntary teachers composed of local educated youth, teach-

ers, students and sociul workers trained for this purposes are now
engaged in teaching. Special primers and.follow-up literatures
including teachers' guides have been printed for free distribution
among the students and teachers. The Radio end Television also
a;range regular teaching prdgramme as per approved primers and
follow-up literatures. ’

Community Schools

Community Schools will provide effective linkages between
" the structures of formel and non-formal educstion and make both

mutually reinforcing. The community school which is sn existing






